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Grand Rapids Crew Juniors

Tryouts for 2008-2009 Teams

All tryouts take place at the MVP Fieldhouse, 5435 28th Street Ct SE, Grand Rapids, MI. All players 
should bring a soccer ball, shin guards, and water. Club attire should not be worn.

For additional tryout information and to pre-register for tryouts, see our website at 
www.grcrewjuniors.com. We highly recommend that you pre-register online!

Any player unable to attend the scheduled tryout times should see the website for additional 
information.

Premier Tryouts
(MSPSL and National League play)

Sunday, June 15
9am – 12 pm: U13 Girls, U15 Boys, U17 Girls
11:30am – 2:30pm: U14 Girls, U16 Boys, U14 Boys
2pm – 5pm: U13 Boys, U17 Boys, U16 Girls
4:30pm – 7:30pm: U15 Girls, U18 Boys, U18 Girls

Premier teams will be selected on the day of tryouts. If your player is selected for the team, player 
registration will occur immediately following tryouts. A parent or guardian is required to be present. 
Bring along medical insurance information, copy of birth certificate (if new to GR Crew Juniors), and 
a small 1”x1” size photo.

Select Tryouts
(GVSA League play)

Monday, June 16 and Wednesday, June 18
5pm – 7pm: Girls U11-U12
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7pm – 9pm: Girls U13-U19

Tuesday, June 17 and Thursday, June 19
5pm – 7pm: Boys U11-U14

Monday, June 16 and Tuesday, June 17
5pm – 7 pm: Boys and Girls U7/U8

Select teams will be formed during the 3-4 weeks following tryouts. Registration will take place 
during July. (Tryouts for older select Boys teams will take place in November.) For additional 
information on select team tryouts, please visit our website at www.grcrewjuniors.com.
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Soccer Tryouts are Trying for Everyone
by a dad from “On the Pitch”

I read a comment recently that got me thinking about tryouts for select teams and 
how they are often perceived by parents: 
To the clubs it’s all a number, to the child waiting at home it’s personal.

There is no question that tryouts can be a very stressful and difficult time for kids. 
Those trying out for a select team for the first time wonder if they are good enough, 
those that are returning have bonded with teammates and coaches and want to 
return to a team they hold dear. When the call doesn’t come or a child doesn’t make 
the team they hoped to, it is easy to get angry at the league and the people you 
know helped form the teams. It is easy and probably comforting to think that it really 
is just a number to those involved. 

But as one of those involved in selecting teams, I can tell you for many it probably is 
much more personal. League officers are often dedicated volunteers who do what 
they do because they love kids, the game of soccer, and helping young athletes 
develop. 

When you’re tasked with helping to evaluate and select players for the ‘top teams’, 
it’s a stressful responsibility. Personally, I find it the most stressful time of the year. 
Sure, it’s easy to place 95% of the kids, but it’s those last few, who all scored very 
close to each other, and you only have one spot left. In small and mid sized leagues, 
it’s next to impossible not to know some of them. Heck, many may have coached 
them at one time or another. 

So, yes, there may be leagues that manage to treat everything as a number, but I’m 
sure it’s less common than many believe. I’m sure I’m not the only one who stresses 
over it, questioning decisions, wondering what if, dreading the next time they 
encounter a player who didn’t make a team. 

So if your child doesn’t get that slot they wanted, it’s OK to be upset - but before you 
consider directing any ire at the people tasked with making those hard decisions - 
put yourself in their shoes, having to make decisions about kids they’ve known since 
they were 4, children of neighbors, and possibly friends. It has to be done, but I 
doubt you’ll find many league officials who enjoy tryout week and the selection 
process that follows. So keep that in mind when tryout results are announced. It’s 
likely a lot of debate and soul-searching went into some of those decisions. 
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2008/2009 GR Crew Juniors Registration 

Please mark your calendars for the 2008/2009 Registration for all players selected for 
GR Crew Juniors’ teams (both select and premier). Registration will be held at the MVP 
Sports Spot, located at 3701 – 32nd Street, Kentwood.

For Select Players:

Registration will be on Tuesday, July 8th from 12 noon - 3:00 PM and 4:00 -8:00 PM. 
Come anytime that is convenient for your family. Filling out forms ahead of time will 
make for a quicker registration (go to www.grcrewjuniors.com). There will be uniforms 
there to try on and warm-ups will be for sale also.

For Premier Players:

Registration will be on Monday, June 23rd at the MVP Sports Spot.
Girls will go from 6:00 – 7:30 PM.
Boys will go from 7:30 – 9:00 PM.
As with select, it will be helpful if you come with your registration papers filled out. 
Registration packets will be given out at tryouts and they can also be found online at 
www.grcrewjuniors.com.
Please bring along a 1” by 1” picture and a copy of your birth certificate if new to GR 
Crew Juniors.

Please direct select team questions to Dana Hoebeke at dana_hoebeke@yahoo.com and 
premier team questions to Laurie Wilson at LWW920@comcast.net.
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Columbus Crew and our Affiliation with an MLS Franchise

During our winter meetings some great questions came up in regard to our long term 
commitment to the Columbus Crew organization and their commitment to us. Let us 
try to explain this relationship, short and long term by starting with some history.

The Columbus Crew is owned and operated by the Hunt Group, founded and directed 
by the Lamar Hunt family. Yes, the same man who started the American Football 
League (AFL) helped found the MLS, and he has the US Open Soccer Cup named 
after him, The Lamar Hunt Cup. Besides our affiliate, the Hunt Group also owns NFL’s 
Kansas City Chief’s and MLS’s FC Dallas. 

Knowing how much smaller the sports market is in Columbus compared to other 
metropolitan areas like New York, Los Angeles and Chicago, the Hunt group had to 
think “outside the box” to make sure they had an edge both in fan base and player 
development. One way to do that was to build the first ever soccer specific stadium 
in the US that was completed in 1999, right in time for the US to host FIFA’s 
women’s World Cup. Another way to set themselves apart was to develop a close 
relationship with university programs and their coaching staffs early. This brought in 
soccer- specific people to the Crew organization right away and provided a local feel 
to the team on the pitch. 

Smaller markets also many times mean smaller budgets and less money to buy 
marquis players. The Crew recognized this and was on the forefront of local player 
development to “feed” into the local universities and then on to professional life for 
the few who made it that far. 

As the MLS announced the “player development program” three years ago, the Crew 
organization was ready with a structure that was already being build and transitioned 
easily into the program. The MLS has very specific restrictions on this program in 
regard to “home territories” and “home grown players.” The Crew can only establish 
Crew Juniors programs within the state of Ohio and have two “Regional Partners” 
outside the state. The Grand Rapids Crew Juniors is the only Regional Partner to 
date. In Ohio, there are now Crew Juniors programs in Columbus and Cleveland, with 
Cincinnati being added this fall. 

Moving into the benefits of this relationship for our organization and our players, let 
us start with the people we deal with on a daily basis from the Columbus Crew:

We currently have weekly briefings with their VP of Business Development and 
Director of Crew Juniors, along with the club’s Technical Director who oversees the 
Senior Team (Hejduk and Co.) and talent development. These briefings will begin to 
include other Crew Juniors organizations and become more of a coaches’ briefing 
with technical information and alignment of our training curriculums among all Crew 
Juniors clubs. 

The concept is still very young, and as we go forward our early relationship with the 
Crew Juniors program is helping us shape it into a great partnership, not only with 
Columbus but with other Crew Juniors clubs in Ohio. 

Specifically, the Grand Rapids Crew Juniors are seeing some great benefits on the 
pitch already. We were represented last year in Colorado when the Columbus Crew 
sent a U17 team to the first ever U17 MLS Cup to compete with other MLS U17 
squads and were scouted heavily by many D1 universities. The same thing will take 
place this summer. 

Very talented GRCJ players will also have a chance to be selected to the Crew Soccer 
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Academy (CSA) which has U16 and U18 teams compete in the USSF Academy 
program. The CSA is one of only two programs in the country that provides this nine 
month league at no cost. Players are selected strictly based on their talents and not 
on whether they can afford it or not. For the players who qualify for the CSA 
Academy the pay-offs can be tremendous, as every game is being scouted by various 
university coaches and the league is run by the US National team coaching staff.

For all of our players the relationship with the Crew organization means an affiliation 
where they can identify with the true professionals in the sport. It gives our kids the 
chance to go to Columbus twice a year to see a professional game and experience 
training sessions organized by the Crew coaching staff. They will get a tour of the 
stadium, be on the pitch when the players warm up and some of our kids will have a 
chance to play a warm-up game before the professionals take the pitch. 

You will also find Columbus Crew staff helping us up here in Grand Rapids at MVP 
once a year during our team camps which are normally in August (for 2008 - the 
week of August 11th). Additionally we hope to add a winter clinic in the future that 
will include Crew staff. In the immediate future you will get the opportunity to see 
the “Crew Tour” during our try-outs in June. It is the traveling Columbus Crew 
“Circus” that is normally used on game day in Columbus. 

As we move forward you will find our relationship with the Crew organization get 
even closer as our coaches will be presented with more training and continued 
education to include the latest in coaching methods at both the select and premier 
level. This will help us attract the best coaches in the state and provide us the 
opportunity to give the players and parents a learning environment that is second to 
none. 

We are committed to long-term player development through our MLS affiliation and 
plan on the relationship with the Crew lasting a long, long time. To experience the 
benefit of our Crew connection, join our club in going to Columbus for a Crew game 
and clinic over the weekend of June 28th and 29th. The game tickets and clinic are 
free and the hotel is at a discounted rate. We look forward to seeing you there!

You received this email because you elected to subscribe to the GRCJ email list.
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GRCJ's Taylor Mazurek's Trip to Spain
Trip to Spain an eye-opener — Brighton teen gets education as part of ODP tour

By Rick Shepich
DAILY PRESS & ARGUS

Taylor Mazurek makes a habit of traveling a long way to play soccer. 

The 14-year-old Brighton freshman regularly travels to Grand Rapids — sometimes 
as many as three times per week — to practice and play for the Grand Rapids Crew 
Juniors club team. 

His most recent soccer trip, however, makes the drive to Grand Rapids seem like a 
joy ride. In late February, Mazurek traveled to Barcelona, Spain, as part of the United 
States Olympic Development Program. 

"It was amazing," Mazurek said of the nine-day trip. "Everybody that you see has 
such a high skill level and the style they play over there is way different than we play 
here." 

The ODP is a program created by the United States Youth Soccer Association which 
identifies and trains talented soccer players for the next level, specifically World Cup 
and Olympic competition. Mazurek is one of just 17 players — and one of four from 
Michigan — that was selected to the 1993-birth-year USODP Region 2 team. The 
region is made up of 14 Midwestern states. To make the team, players had to first try 
out for and make a district team and a state team before finally getting a chance to 
make the regional team. Mazurek's team played four games against top international 
competition, posting a 1-1-2 record. 

While the trip was primarily about soccer, Mazurek said he and his teammates had 
plenty of free time as well. 
"We got to go sight seeing and shopping, which we did a lot," Mazurek said. "We also 
got to go to the Barcelona-Levante game (Feb. 24). On (Feb. 26) we went to 
Barcelona and saw a bunch of historic buildings and they ended it by taking us to Nou 
Camp Stadium and we got to take a tour." 

Despite all his experiences off the pitch, it was on the field where Mazurek enjoyed 
himself the most."It was by far playing the games," Mazurek said when asked about 
his favorite part of the trip. "It was an amazing experience to see what is really out 
there. It shows why (the United States) doesn't really excel in soccer. Over in those 
countries, soccer is life. Everybody is good and they have so many players to choose 
from." 

Mazurek's coach with the Grand Rapids Crew Juniors, Remco Bergsma, believes the 
experience of playing overseas will be beneficial to Mazurek. "Going and seeing how 
soccer is played in Europe is a really big thing," Bergsma said. "Here in America, the 
competition is not always so strong. Over there, everybody plays soccer. While here 
the top athletes have so many sports from which to choose, over there all the top 
athletes play soccer." 

According to Mazurek, you never had to look far to see the game's influence. "When 
you're walking, you'll see groups of people playing in the street or on a field, or 
somebody juggling a ball," he said. "Most stores that you go to, there's at least a 
rack of jerseys. It really shows the love they have for soccer." 

That passion for the game made Mazurek feel like he fit right in. "It kind of felt like 
being home," he said. "It felt like a place I could probably live because they love 
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soccer so much." 

That, in fact, is the end goal for Mazurek, who one day hopes to play professional 
soccer. "It's always been a drive of his to play professionally," said Taylor's father 
Steve, who played collegiate soccer at the University of Toledo. Taylor's trip to 
Barcelona helped give him some perspective on just what it will take to play at the 
highest level. "If I want to look to play in Europe, I have a great idea of what I need 
to do," he said. "It's going to be really, really tough. It's going to be extremely tough 
to make an MLS team or pro team in the United States." 

Still, Bergsma believes Mazurek certainly stacks up favorably against the best 14-
year-olds in the country. 
"Within his team, he's got a couple of players that are at that level and it's a national 
team level," Bergsma said. "If you compare him to what's out there in North America 
— we have played against all the big teams in the country — there's not a player that 
is better than him. 
"He's quite smart with how he plays. He really understands the game, and that's a 
big part of being a good soccer player. Of course, when you get to the level he's at, 
you need to have some natural gifts. He's really fast and really strong." 
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Don't Miss Out on our Columbus Crew Weekend
Columbus Crew Weekend on
June 28th and 29th
For Grand Rapids Crew Juniors only

Columbus Crew vs. Colorado Rapids
June 28th, 7:30 PM at Crew Stadium in Columbus

Cheer on our own MLS affiliate as they are seeking the road to glory in 2008

• Meet and greet players during pre game warm-up
• Enjoy a Sunday morning soccer clinic by Columbus Crew Staff.
• Tour the Crew training facility in Obetz, Ohio.
• 
Free tickets to the game (first 300, 4 per family)
Free soccer clinic Sunday morning by Crew Staff

Separate hotel reservation can be made with Embassy Suites, Columbus - (614) 890 
8600 at a Crew rate. (Just mention that you are with GR Crew Juniors).

Tickets are on a first come first serve basis by contacting Laurie Wilson via email 
before June 15 at LWW920@comcast.net

(Please list your name, phone number, amount of tickets needed, 
and team you play on)

For more information contact either Laurie at 245-6973 or Bjorn Hansen at 308-1449

Sponsored by Quickstep Sports Travel
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Soccer in the Sand
GRAND HAVEN BEACH SOCCER

June 28th 

presented by

Soccer in the Sand and Quickstep Sports Travel

There is no better way to enjoy getting together with next seasons team after tryouts 
than to spend a day on the beach with them playing the game we all love. Soccer in 
the Sand is fast paced, played on a smaller pitch with 4 field players and a goalie; 
there will be lots of action and lots of goals. 

Attention: the Grand Haven registration deadline is fast approaching and spots are 
filling up quick! Make sure that you register online by June 16 to secure your teams 
spot. Grand Haven State beach is arguably the best in all of Michigan.

This tournament is sure to be exciting for the entire family with so much to do and see 
in the Coast Guard capitol of the world! The Grand Haven tournament is accepting 
team applications for all ages boys and girls u8- Adult divisions. 

All information is available at SoccerInTheSand.com 

Registration | Rules | Tournament Website
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Summer Women's Soccer League for you Soccer Moms!
Women Wanted – To Play Soccer!

The Grand Rapids Crew Juniors is a wonderful program for our children and there are 
probably many Moms who have played soccer in their past lives or who are playing 
soccer right now. 

Well, there is a great opportunity for anyone fitting that description. The MVP 
Fieldhouse has a new Women’s Soccer League they are getting underway this 
summer. Wouldn’t it be great to get a team together and get out on the turf? 

The Women’s League is 25+ (you can have up to 4 players on a roster 24 and under 
to give teams flexibility in filling out their rosters). Cost is $500 for a team. League 
play is Tuesday nights starting June 24 and ending Aug 12. Full-field play 11v11. 
There is a $250 team deposit required and teams must be signed up by June 16th. 
The $250 balance and team roster must be turned in by first night of play on June 
24. Cost includes field time, referee fees, league administration and championship 
shirts to winning team. Teams must supply own jerseys. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, please don’t hesitate and call Christi Cowdin-
Kwiatkowski at 550.7912 for more information. It would be great to get enough 
interest to put in a team – or maybe even two!
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Happy Father's Day to 
our GR Crew Junior 
Soccer Dads!!
A Dad is a person 
who is loving and kind, 
And often he knows 
what you have on your 
mind. 

He's someone who listens, 
suggests, and defends 
A dad can be one 
of your very best friends! 

He's proud of your triumphs 
but when things go wrong 
A dad can be patient 
and helpful and strong. 

In all that you do, 
a dad's love plays a part 
There's always a place for 
him 
deep in your heart. 

And each year that passes
you're even more glad, 
More grateful and proud 
just to call him your dad! 

Author Unknown
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IN THIS ISSUE: 

 

Grand Rapids Crew Juniors

Soccer Tryouts are Trying for Everyone

2008/2009 GR Crew Juniors Registration 

Columbus Crew and our Affiliation with an MLS Franchise

GRCJ's Taylor Mazurek's Trip to Spain

Don't Miss Out on our Columbus Crew Weekend

Soccer in the Sand

Summer Women's Soccer League for you Soccer Moms!

Happy Father's Day to our GR Crew Junior Soccer Dads!!

Studs Up! End-of-Season Sale!!

Grand Rapids Crew Juniors 
P.O. Box 8481 Kentwood MI 49518-8481 Email: info@grcrewjuniors.com

Studs Up! End-of-Season Sale!!

STORE-WIDE SEASON ENDING CLEARANCE SALE

NOW THRU JUNE 21st…..

EVERYTHING SOCCER ON SALE!

ALL cleats – up to 75% OFF
ALL apparel 25% – 60% OFF
ALL accessories 20 – 50% OFF

ENTIRE LACROSSE INVENTORY ON SALE

ALL shafts, heads, pads, apparel MUST GO!

25% - 75% OFF EVERYTHING LAX

EGR Store Hours: Mon – Fri 11am to 7pm. Sat – 10am to 
6pm
654 Croswell Ave. 616 451 7079
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